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— -3amodYaTKyBaHHS TPaJuIlii HAMMMCAHHA PEKOMEHIAIIHHOTO JIUCTA, TOMIK IS
HaAMKpalux CTYIEHTIB, i3 BUIa40I0 HOMY ManepoBoi Bepcii, HaacuIaHHsa OaTbkaM Ta
PO3MIIIEHHS KOTIIi Ha CaliTl YHIBEPCUTETY.

— -CTBOpeHHS Ta aKTHBHA MIiATPUMKA MIAPO3IUTY IO MaTPiOTHYHO-BUXOBHIN
poOOTI CTYJICHTIB.

— -3amikaBieHHs MPOo(ecopChKO-BUKIAAANBKOTO CKIAAy, UUIIXOM HaJaHHS
TIpeMiid, 3SMEHIIICHHS 1HIITUX 000B’sI3KiB 3 OOKY YHIBEPCHUTETY, TOIIIO.

— Jlns TmiaBUIIEHHS SIKOCTI Ta KUIBKOCTI HAa0OpYy 1HO3EMHHUX TPOMAjsH,
IIJIBUINCHHS SIKOCTI ajamnTallii iHO3€MHHUX CTYJEHTIB B HaBUYaJbHE Ta COIIaIbHO-
KyJIbTYpPHE CEpEeAOBHILE, 30UIBIIEHHS JOCTYIHOCTI MHOCIYr (HipM-TIOCEPEAHUKIB,
30UTBIIEHHS JIOBIPH MK 1HO3EMHHMH TpoMaisHaMH Ta (HipMaMH-TIOCEPETHUKAMH
BOAaYae€MO HACTYITHI KPOKH:

— Ilepenbauntn BHIUIATY BUHArOpOAM 3a 1HO3EMHOTO CTyneHTa (dipMi-
MTOCEPETHUKY).

— @ipMi TIOCEPETHUKY MPUHAMATH aKTHBHIIY y4acTh B JOCSTHEHHS BKa3aHUX
ILJICH.
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EDUCATION IN ETHIOPIA: AN OVERVIEW

In Ethiopia, the academic year runs from September to the end of June or the
beginning of July.

Primary Education

Primary education has a duration of 8 years (age groups 6 to 14) and is divided
into two 4-year cycles (grade 1 through 4 and grade 5 through 8). The subjects taught
in the first stage (grades 1 to 4) are Amharic, mother tongue, English, mathematics,
environmental science, arts and physical education. The second stage (grades 5 to 8)
includes the same language subjects, mathematics, physical education, civics,
integrated science, social studies, visual arts and music, as well as biology, chemistry,
and physics in higher grades. At the end of grade 4, pupils take a national exam and
must achieve a score of at least 50% in order to continue to grade 5 [2]. At the end of
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grade 8, pupils take the national Primary School Certificate exam. Pupils who fail the
exams need to repeat grade 8 before they can retake the test.

Secondary Education

Secondary education is divided into two stages of two years (age groups 15 to
18). The first stage of secondary education (age groups 15 to 16) is referred to as
general secondary education (grades 9 and 10). The subjects taught are three
languages (mother tongue, English, and Amharic), mathematics, information
technology, civics, biology, chemistry, physics, geography, history and physical
education. At the end of grade 10, pupils take the Ethiopian General Secondary
Education Certificate or 10th Grade National Examination and must pass at least five
subjects with a grade of C or higher in order to pass to the next level. Depending on
their grade average, students who pass can opt to attend the two general upper grades
or follow vocational training.

The second stage of preparatory secondary education (age groups 17 to 18) is
regarded as preparation for higher education (grades 11 and 12). Until 2003, pupils
could obtain the Ethiopian School Leaving Certificate (ESLC) at the end of this
period. This certificate has since been replaced by the Ethiopian Higher Education
Entrance Examination (EHEEE). Students can choose between a natural science track
and a social science track. The subjects taught in the natural science stream are
biology, chemistry, mathematics, physics, social studies, English, physical education,
foreign language, and national language, whereas the social science stream covers
social studies, geography, history, English, mathematics, physical education, foreign
language, national language, and natural sciences.

Vocational Education

Students who continue education after grade 10 can enroll in technical and
vocational education and training (TVET) programs. These programs range from
informal short-term training courses to formal certificate programs lasting between
one and three years.TVET qualifications are grouped into four categories (I-IV),
depending on the length and complexity of the program: Level I programs last one
year, level II programs two years, and level III and level IV programs three years.
Level IV programs prepare students for supervisory roles in the workforce. Common
fields of study in TVET include agriculture, construction, business, information
technology, manufacturing, hospitality, nursing, and midwifery. 1-year and 2-year
programs result in a Level I and Level II Certificate, and 3-year programs result in
the Diploma. Holders of level III and level IV diplomas can apply for admission into
university programs after two years of employment. TVET programs are primarily
designed to prepare students for specialized employment, but study completed in
applied diploma programs may sometimes be transferred into bachelor’s degree
programs at universities [1].

Tertiary Education

Bachelor’s Degree

The bachelor’s degree ranges from four years for arts/science/education, to five
years for pharmacy/engineering/architecture/law, to six years for medical/veterinary
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medicine programs [3]. The credentials awarded are the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor
of Science, Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Pharmacy, or Doctor of Medicine,
although other-named credentials like the Bachelor of Business may also be awarded
by some institutions.
Master’s Degree
The admission into master’s programs typically requires a bachelor’s degree in
a related discipline with high enough grades and a passing score in a program-related
entrance examination, as well as other aptitude tests and an English proficiency
examination in some cases. Master’s degree programs commonly have a duration of
two years (30-36 credits), although one-year, one-and-one-half-year, and three-year
programs also exist. Most of them require the preparation of a thesis (or graduation
project), but there are also non-thesis options, which have higher credit requirements.
The credentials awarded are the Master of Arts and Master of Science.
Doctor of Philosophy
A master’s degree in a related discipline is the standard admission requirement,
but in some programs students can also be admitted on the basis of a bachelor’s
degree with high grades. Additional entry requirements may include entrance
examinations, the submission of a research proposal, or English proficiency exams.
Candidates who are admitted to the postgraduate study upon completion of their
master’s degree are obliged to finish the program within 5 years. Candidates who are
admitted upon completion of their bachelor’s degree, are obliged to finish the
program within 7 years. Most programs include a course work component of two or
more semesters and conclude with the defense of a dissertation written in English [1].
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