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At night on April 26, 1986 in the town of Pripyat, Ukraine, the greatest catastrophe in
the history of nuclear energy occurred - the explosion of the fourth power reactor of the
Chornobyl nuclear power plant, the consequences of which were tragic. Immediately after the
accident, almost 8.5 million people were irradiated and high-level radioactive contamination
covered about 155,000 square kilometers of the territory, 52 thousand square kilometers of
which was the agricultural land [1]. People were evacuated in a hurry, asked not to take many
things and persuaded that the evacuation was temporary. Residents left their homes, leaving
everything (furniture, appliances, personal belongings) because there was no time as staying
in the town meant to die. None of the residents of Pripyat, Chornobyl, neighboring towns and
villages could have imagined the scale of the catastrophe and did not suspect that they would
have to leave their homes forever. More than 116,000 residents of the area were evacuated
after the accident. At that time, no one could have guessed that those towns would turn into
«ghosts».

The territory from which the population was evacuated has become the exclusion zone
since that time. The area of the Chornobyl Exclusion Zone and the zone of unconditional
(compulsory) resettlement is 2600 km2. This is the area with strictly limited access and
movement, governed by a set of special laws, particularly, the Law of Ukraine «On the legal
regime of the territory affected by radioactive contamination as a result of the Chornobyl
disaster» [2]. There are 76 settlements, including the towns of Chornobyl, Pripyat and Yaniv
railway station. The functional purpose of the exclusion zone is to prevent the spread of
radioactive substances and to monitor the condition of natural systems and man-made objects.

Natural resources as a set of historical, cultural, natural, climatic ones in the
Chornobyl Exclusion Zone, have undergone various changes for 35 years since the Chornobyl
disaster. The Chornobyl zone is becoming one of the most popular destinations among
tourists, including foreigners who visit Ukraine. The attractiveness of the Exclusion Zone as a
tourist destination was also facilitated by the five-episode British-American miniseries
«Chornobyl» created by Craig Mazin, the premier of which took place on May 06, 2019.

As the dosimetric control indicates that the level of radiation has fallen drastically
since the accident, tourists are not in danger within the official routes. Exclusion zone guides
and tour operators say that most visitors are interested in the abandoned nuclear town of
Pripyat, which has been abandoned and contaminated with radiation for 35 years. Modern
schools, hospitals, the house of culture, the cinema have turned into half-destroyed buildings
and emptiness instead of people in parks and streets. While fleeing, people left everything at
their homes, so you can still feel how the inhabitants of Pripyat used to live, despite the fact
that most of the abandoned houses have long been looted.

The Chornobyl zone could have been visited for a long time only illegally. Back in
1995 at the very beginning, no one could have thought that tourists would have ever been
interested in «radioactive wasteland». However, there were a few interested people with
whom the first study visits to Chornobyl were organized accompanied by Oleksandr Syrota, a

62



I Mixxnapoana naykosa koudepenuis «BOCHHI KOHOJIIKTU TA TEXHOI'EHHI KATACTPO®U:
ICTOpUYHI Ta MCUXOJIOTI4HI HACHIAKU» (00 35 pokosun asapii na Yoprobunscokiti AEC)

former resident of Pripyat and his project «Pripyat.com». People who visited Chornobyl
according to that project wore bright yellow raincoats. Eventually, these photos began to hit
the Internet, attracting other people’s attention. In 2002 the report of the UNO was published
proving that it was possible to remain in most parts of the exclusion zone without much harm
to the body. Since then, the number of visitors to the «ghost town» has begun to grow. In
2010 the Exclusion Zone was decided to open to everyone, as the results of radiological
studies showed that one can be up to 4-5 days on the territory of 30-kilometer zone and 1 day
on the territory of 10-kilometer zone without any harm to their health.

The Chornobyl tourist destination has become really popular in the last five years as a
half-life of radioactive isotopes Cesium-137 and Strontium-90 has taken place since the
Chornobyl disaster which means that their activity has decreased by half and visiting the
exclusion zone has become safer. According to the State Enterprise «Center for
Organizational, Technical and Information Support of Exclusion Zone Management»
(COTIZ) 8 000 tourists visited the Chornobyl zone in 2015, 36 000 - in 2016, more than 46
000 in 2017 and 71 thousand tourists in 2018 [4]. According to official statistics in 2019 the
exclusion zone was visited by more than 120 thousand tourists, 80 per cent of them are
foreigners [5, 6].

Currently tourists are offered 21 routes. «Chornobyl-TOUR» is a licensed tour
operator of the Ministry of Development, Economy, Trade and Agriculture of Ukraine. In the
city of Chornobyl there is «Polissya» hostel for visitors and tourists. Among the tourist offers
of this tour operator are: - Chornobyl-air-tour; individual programs of visiting the exclusion
zone during 1-2 days; water tourist routes; excursions to the middle of the Chornobyl nuclear
power plant; tours according to the series «Chernobyl»; a kayak-canoe-tour; Chornobyl-2
(Arc-1). Tourists are most impressed by the amusement park, namely the Ferris wheel,
electric cars and swings as the attractions were planned to open on May 01, 1986 but due to
the accident, the children never rode on them. Cafe buildings overgrown with moss and young
trees, a dilapidated department store and school classrooms with rotten desks look no less
scary [5,6,7].

Thus, the «ghost towns» of the Chornobyl Exclusion Zone, particularly Pripyat being
the most famous and popular one, are unique places beyond the global world order, beyond
modernity, by offering some exotic experience of being in the preserved past. The Chornobyl
Exclusion Zone, as an area torn from everyday’s understanding of time, is attractive for lovers
of thrills and non-trivial cognitive tourism. At the same time, Chornobyl is more than a
technological accident that happened in the past - it is a catastrophe that affects the present
and will have some impact on the future. It is a symbol of fragility of our lives and the social
boundary within which we all find ourselves.
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Panionokamiitna cranmiss "J[yra" - BTUIIO€ HampUKIHII PaASHCBKOTO PEXUMY
TEXHOJIOTIYHE TUBO BIICHKOBO-IHKEHEPHOTO MHCIICHHS, SIKE B MPSMOMY PO3yMiHHI I[BOTO
CIOBa JIO3BOJIJIO 3a3UPHYTH 3a O0O0piii 1 mob6auyuTu moTeHuiiHoro Bopora. "Jlyra"
BIJICTeXYBajla 3MiHM CTaHy iOoHOC(EepH, IO BigOYBAIOTHCS TNPH BKIIOYEHHI pPaKETHUX
IBUTYHIB (e(deKT neioHizalii ioHochepu Ta 3MEHIIeHHS BiIOMBHOI 3JaTHOCTI Palio4acTOTHUX
xBWIb). KOHCTpyKIig ckiananacs 3 aHTEHHOTo KOMIUIEKCY 3aBBHIIKK 150 1 mmpunoro 7550
MeTpiB [5; 6], yacTuHa skoro Oyna BCTaHOBIeHa moOmu3y YopHoOuns, iHIIA - MOOIU3Y
Komcomonbcbka-Ha-Amypi. st o6cmyroByBaHHs aHTeH OyiaM CTBOpEHI HEBENMKI BiMCHKOBI
tabopu. Peamizamii npoexty "Jlyra-2" mepeayBano 0araTo TEOpETHMYHHX JOCITIIKEHb Ta
PO3p0O0OK, BKIIIOYAIOUN CTBOPEHHS MOBHICTIO (YHKIIOHAIbHOI MoAeni. Bee mouanocs Bigpasy
micyisg 3akiHueHHs Benukoi BitumsnsHoi BifiHM B 1946 porii, Koiu KOHCTpYKTOp Mukoina
KabaHoB mepiinM y CBITI 3alpONOHYBaB 1110 PAaHHBOT'O BUSBIIECHHS JITAJbHUX anapariB Ha
KOPOTKOXBWJIbOBIA JanbHOCTi, XBWII Ha BiacTani no 3000 ximomerpiB . Ilomambrmi
nociipkeHHs HaaropusoHTanbHoi PJIC mpoBomunuck miag KoaoBow HaszBorw "Veer" i
3akinguiucs B 1949 pori [1].

UYepes kinbpka poKiB poOOTH B IIbOMY HaIpSIMKY OyJu MPOJOBXKEH1, 1 0yB oOynoBaHUI
MaKeTHUH 3pa30K 3arOpU30HTHOTO PajliojoKaTopa, 10 3/1HCHIOBAB CTEXKEHHS 3 JaJbHOCTI
2500 xM 3a myckamu pakeT 3 balikoHypy. Y mnpoekTi Takox Opanu ydactb Bomogumup
BactokoB, IOpiit I'pumun, E¢ip IllycroB, Banentun Crpenkuna, AmnsOeptr bapaes.
YopHoOWIB-2 - mpuiiMalibHa TO3UILs, repenae nepedyBana 3a 60 KiJoMeTpiB B MiBHIYHO-
CXiIHOMY HampsIMKy Oinst micteuka JlroOeu, UepHiriBebkoi o0nacTi. BigcTanp Mik CXiTHUM 1
3aximHUM By3imamu ckiaigo 6800 kimomerpiB. Pamioimmynbcn «/lyra» mocumiana 3 4acTOTORO
npubimzno 10 pasiB Ha cekyHay, 1 3 junHA 1976 poky 1i QipMu YiTKO CTamu
npocinyxoByBatucs B KB mianmazoni. Curnan OyB Benmmue3Hoi moTykHocTi - 40 MBT i
mupuHoto cMmyru 10 40 KI'm. BiH mocTiiHO MIHSB 4acTOTy 1 BTpy4aBcs B CE€aHCHU
panio3B'sI3Ky, BIIMBAB Ha Tesenepenayl 1 HaBiTh CTBOPIOBAB HAaBEIEHHSA B TeJIePOHHUX
Mepekax Mo BChoMy CBITY [3]. Micuie3HaxomKeHHs JKepenia iIMIyIbCiB BiJICTEKUIU JTOCUTh
MIBUIKO 1 oXpecTuin oro «Pociiickkum J[sTIoM» 3a XapakTepHy T0BOAHHS CUTHATY.

V¥ Oararbox KpaiHax cBiTy Ha «Pycckoro JlaTina» cumanucs TUCSU CKapr Bil KOMIaHIK 1
npoctux pangioamaropiB. Ypsay CUHIA, BenukoOpuranii 1 Kanamu 3asBunm mporecT
Pagsucekomy Coro3y, Tak sk «Pycckuil Jlarem» cTykaB Ha 4yacTOTax, IO OXOPOHSIOTHCS
MDKHApOJAHUMH YrojamH Jjisi LMBUIbHOTO KopuctyBaHHs. Asie CPCP He BU3HaBaB HaBiTh
dakT icHyBaHHS «[laTnma». Ha pagsHcbkux TomorpadiuHuMX Kaprax JaHMi 00'ekT OyB
MO3HAUYEHUW SK TMioHEepChkuid Tabip. CBITOBI JepikaBHM HaMaraJMcs 3axXUIIATUCSA BiJ
«Pycckoro JlsTnay BUKOPUCTOBYIOUM E€IEKTPOHHI «DUIbTPU-AATIOYOININ», OJHAK KOPHUCTI
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