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1. Statement of the problem.

In our postmodern age, interculturalism is increasingly aroused by the interest of the
world academia, but also of societies and individuals in general, largely because of the overall
complexity that the concept of interculturalism entails. But also because of the situation of
general globalization processes and a number of other, extremely complex factors.

2. Analysis of recent research and publications.

In the fields of humanities, arts, political sciences, religious studies, communication
sciences, studies of democracy, but also law, management and economy etc., various studies of
culture and interculturalism are increasingly present. Every day we witness a huge, endless
number of different publications in the fields of literature studies, linguistics, anthropology,
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history, psychology, sociology, gender studies, democracy, management, economics, etc.,
where these phenomena of culture and interculturalism increasingly take their place, thus
becoming one of the favorite, almost burning topics of the world academic scene, but also of
everyday life in general.

Cultural studies emerged as one of the more significant academic growth industries
during the last quarter of the twentieth century, especially in last decade. It now has separate
courses or departments in every continent but Antarctica.l

3. Unsolved aspects of the problem.

Although we are constantly witnessing an unprecedented number of publications in
the field of interculturality, in practice the knowledge of this phenomenon still does not show
its constant use. Both in the domains of education in general, at all educational levels and in all
scientific fields, and in everyday life also. Interculturalism has been promoted as a positive
value, but it is not sufficiently insisted on in all extremely positive aspects, as well as on
ongoing intercultural practice.

4. Task formulation.

To make intercultural practice more present, both in education in general, but also in
world business, politics, etc., and in everyday life, it is necessary to clarify and define the very
concept of interculturalism and other basic, key concepts that this phenomenon refers to.
Only in this way it's possible to understand the phenomenon of interculturalism in the context
of developing intercultural capital, which plays one of the key roles in the development of a
number of processes in the world, but also in global stability in general.

5. Main material exposition.

We regularly hear about the phenomena of culture and interculturalism in the media,
but also read daily on commercials, billboards, art and photography exhibitions, websites, etc.
We hear about it in everyday speech as one of the fundamental phenomena for understanding
democracy, emancipation, identity and tolerance, history and political relations, current world
conflicts, business, economics and management, but also the human rights of the individual.

Culture is a strange and capacious category. It is one of those concepts, perhaps the
best example, that we simply cannot do without - it is used everywhere - but which is also
very unsatisfactory and cries out for betterment.2

It is precisely in the overall complexity and the various spheres that this phenomenon
encompasses that its broadest definition is one in which interculturality implies different
relationships between individuals or groups situated between different cultures and opinions,
relationships that are accompanied by the verbal and non-verbal interactions of those who
enter into these processes, in all complexity that these relationships entail.3

As such, interculturalism inevitably manifests its dynamic character by the constant
exchange of opinions, ideas and attitudes, including human communication through various
forms of linguistic and non-linguistic communication. This, further, introduces one of the basic
concepts in the sphere of interculturalism, and that is intercultural communication, which, in
Karlfried Knapp's view, can be defined as an interaction between members of different
groups, which differ from one another in respecting knowledge shared by their members.#

1 Andrew Miller & Jeff Browitt: Contemporary Cultural Theory, Routledge, London & New York, 1994, p. 1.

2 Barker, Chris: Cultural Studies, Sage Publications, London, 2000, p. xix

3 Interculturalism - definition of the author of this paper

4 Knapp, Karlfried: Towards a definition of “Intercultural Communication”, http://webdoc.gwdg.de/
edoc/ia/eese/strategy/knapp/4_st.html.
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When defining the term intercultural communication, it is of utmost importance to mention
the meaning of the adjective intercultural, which implies not only the relationship "between"
different cultures, but precisely the interaction - the relationship "between" and "among"
different cultures.>

In all this, the question of defining the nature of identity of those who enter into
intercultural communication is certainly important to be raised, since the character of the
given communication depends on the characteristics of these identities, making it
interculturally sensitive or not. This means that the complexity of intercultural
communication is the biggest challenge precisely because of the complicated possibilities of
this non-sensibility.

Namely, for a relationship to be called interculturally sensitive, the bearers of such a
relationship must possess an intercultural identity, which implies:®

- Acceptance of existing and new cultural elements;

- Enriching the width and depth of sight;

- Greater self-understanding, self-acceptance and confidence;

- Increased openness and flexibility;

- Increased creativity to face new challenges.

Specifically, intercultural identities must be holders of intercultural competence, which,
in Anne Schmid's view, represents knowledge about others, self-knowledge, ability to
interpret and relate, ability to discover and/or influence, value the values, beliefs and
behaviours of others, as and kinship.”

The ability of intercultural competence that bears intercultural identities achieves
intercultural practice, which includes:

- Involvement of the entire community, not just the minority or majority;

- Taking into account the living environment shared by individuals of different
backgrounds and analysing their place within the social structure;

- Involvement of professionals with specific abilities and skills that enable them to
manage the difference in a non-traumatic and non-exclusive manner;

- Finding common elements within differences that enable the elaboration of ethnic
and moral signifiers through an agreement that guarantees mutual respect and coexistence;

- Insisting on equal opportunities, rights and duties;

- Having a preventive dimension and develops a renewal of democracy in the event
of a conflict.

All of the above:

- Confirms that cultural diversity exists in an individual context;

- Establishes a non-hierarchical frame of reference in interaction processes
developed among subjects with different intercultural backgrounds;

- Cultural diversity is accepted and tolerated;

- Favours social adaptation to intercultural plurality;

- Interculturalism has been promoted as a positive value.

As such, the concepts of interculturalism are not only important in the social spheres of
life, but also in literary studies, especially when it comes to travelogue, which is most often
based precisely on intercultural challenges.

This knowledge of interculturalism enables a more realistic and objective view of all
current processes of mobility in the world, its globalization and complex migration processes,
the emergence of centers of power, but also facilitates the breaking of prejudices and
established images of oneself, gender and others, etc. and other social changes involving the

> http://www.yourdictionary.com/intercultural

6 Kim, Y. Y. Intercultural communication competence. Cross-cultural interpersonal communication, Sage, Newberry
Park, CA, 1991, pp. 259-275.

7 http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/articles/info/definition-intercultural-competence.html.
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individual, society, and culture. All this clearly indicates the importance of education on basic
intercultural concepts at all educational levels, as well as the importance of their use, on
which almost all processes of world development directly depend. This means that the
development of all segments of society, economy, general management, direct management of
the world and its resources, etc. should to be considered objectively also in the context of
knowledge about interculturalism and their concrete applications.

In this process, it could be a transformation, or we could view it as a process of
collecting what the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu (1984) calls "cultural capital”. The
term signifies a stock of our knowledge, whether in our heads or shown by a collection of
cultural artefacts (like souvenirs).8

French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu (1984) defined the term "cultural capital”. This
term denotes the stock of our cultural knowledge, and this phenomenon is also mapped into
the domains of interculturality. Thus, in postmodernity, intercultural capital is increasingly
talked about. In this sense, at all educational levels, much more insistence should be placed on
acquiring the so-called intercultural capital, first with individuals, then with the collective,
which would imply the adoption of intercultural competences and knowledge and their clear
application. Because of all this, all educational institutions have the great responsibility of first
suggesting the importance of intercultural studies and their direct impact on the development
of all world processes.

All this implies, therefore, the acquisition of the so-called intercultural capital, which
includes:

- Constant desire for intercultural communication and awareness of its inevitability
and importance, the impact on all world processes and the stability of the world;

- Acquisition of intercultural competences, including continuous learning of foreign
languages, history and culture of other nations;

- Building intercultural sensibility with the understanding and respect that cultural
frameworks differ, and within them systems of particular values;

- Fostering an intercultural identity that always promotes cultural difference as a
value;

- Implementation of general intercultural practice that includes all of the above.

6. Conclusions and recommendations for further researches

Therefore, knowledge of interculturalism should be promoted more at all educational
levels, in order to create, nurture and build up intercultural capital among students, as well as
with the lecturers, managers, directors and representatives of various international
companies and associations, etc. Learning about intercultural capital is a lifelong, interactive
and mutual process on whose character also the economic and business stability of the world
directly depends. Namely, the quality of intercultural education directly influences the
development of all world processes and its general progress and stability.
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AnHomayus. PpaHyy3ckutl coyuosoe Ilvep Bypdve (1984) dan onpedeserue mepmuHa
"KyAbmypHas cmoauya”, Kak 3anac Hawux Ky 1bmypHblX 3HAHUU, s18/1eHUE, KOMOPOEe 0MPAXCEHO
8 cdhepax mexncKyabmypHozo. Takum 06pazom, 8 nocmmodepHo80e 8peMs 8ce Yauje 2080psim 0
MENCKYAbMYpPHOM Kanumase, Komopbwlll 8bl3bl8dem CHAYa/Ad NOJYYEHUS] MEeNHCKY1bMmypPHbIX
3HaHUl, a 3ameM - UX NPAKMUKY HA PA3/AUYHbIX YPOBHSX, C 0CO6bIM AKYEHMOM HA pPOJb
06pas3oeaHusi 8 npoyecce ee npuobpemeHus. Imom mun 06pPa308aHUS yKa3bleaem Hda
HE06Xxo00uMocmb NOHUMAHUSI, NPUHAMUS U B0OCNUMAHUSI MEXCKYAbMYPHbIX S18/1€HUl, MAKUX KaK
MENCKYAbmypHas KOMMYHUKAYUSI, KomnemeHyuu, MENCKYNbMmYypHbIL duasoe,
yyecmaumelbHOCMb U momy nodobHoe. Bce gbluwenepeyucaeHHoe uepaem oYeHb 8AHCHYH POJb
8 2/106a/1bHOM MUpe, 8 KOMOPOM Mbl HCUBEM, HENOCPEACMBEHHO 8AUSISL HA 8CE €20 ACNeKMmbl,
8K/1H0YAS1 IKOHOMUYECKYIO U 0e/108Y10 CMABUNIbHOCMb 8 MUPE.

Kamwuesvle caoea: medxdcKyabmypHbulll Kanumasa, pasgumue, MexicKy/1bmypHoe,
obpasosaHue.
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Anomayisa. Dpanyysvkuili coyionoz Il'ep Bypdve (1984) dae 03HauyeHHS MepMiHY
"KyabmypHa cmoauys’, K 3anac Hawux Ky/JAbMYypHUX 3HAHb, sieuwje, sike 8idob6paxiceHo y
cgpepax MincKyAbmypHozo. Takum 4uHoM, y nocmmodepHull Yac ece yacmiuie 2080psimv Npo
MINCKYAbMYpHUU Kanimas, wo CNPUYUHSIE CNOYAMKY OMPUMAHHS MINCKYAbMYPHUX 3HAHb,
nomim - ixHI0 NPAKMUKY Ha PI3HUX PIBHSIX, 3 0CO6AUBUM AKYEHMOM HA POo1b oc8imu y npoyeci ii
Habymms. Lleli mun oceimu eka3ye Ha HEO6XIOHICMb PO3YMIHHS, NPUIHAMMS MA 8UX08AHHS
MIHCKYJbMYPHUX — ABUW,  MAKUX  AK  MINCKY/JAbMYypHA  KOMYHIKAyis,  KoMnemeHYil,
MidcKyAbmypHull diasnoz, yymausicms mowo. Bce suujesasHaveHe gidizpae dyxce sajxcaugy
posb y 2/106a1bHOMY C8Imi, 8 AKOMY MU KHcugeMmo, 6e3nocepedHbo enausarwyu Ha yci iiozo
acnekmu, 8KAKYAKWYU eKOHOMIYHY ma 0is108y cmabiibHicmb y ceimi.

Kawuoei cioea: mixckyabmypHull kKanimas, po3eumoxk, MijxcKy/1bmypHicms, oceima.
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