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THE CONCEPT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Many countries struggle with the consequences of unsustainable growth programmes,
affecting the climate, people and natural resources. Local authorities and the citizens are faced
with droughts, floods, air pollution, land degradation, deforestation and rising sea levels. By
developing sustainable growth policies, local governments in partnership with the community,
can improve the quality of life of citizens and contribute to protecting the global environment.

Sustainable development is a concept concerning together the ecological, social and
economic challenges faced by humanity. For the first time the term was coined by H. Daly (in
the monograph “Beyond Growth. The Economics of Sustainable Development”), senior
economist in the environment department of the World Bank, where he helped to develop
policy guidelines related to sustainable development.

The first conference considering the need for a common outlook and principles to
inspire and guide the peoples of the world in the preservation and enhancement of the human
environment was the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, held at
Stockholm, Sweden in 1972 [1]. Later, in 1987, the United Nations World Commission on
Environment and Development released the report “Our Common Future” (commonly named
the “Brundtland Report”, after the commission's chairperson, then Prime Minister of
Norway G. H. Brundtland). According to this report, sustainable development is the
development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs [2]. This is its most often-quoted definition. The UK
government’s approach being formulated in 2005 states that sustainable development is the
simple idea of ensuring a better quality of life for everyone, now and for generations to come.
According to German Council for Sustainable Developmment sustainability means to equally
consider environmental aspects, social and economic aspects. Thus, future-oriented
management means: we have to leave our children and grandchildren an intact ecological,
social and economic system. The one cannot be achieved without the other. The European
Community Programme of policy and action in relation to the environment and sustainable
development (also known as the Fifth Environmental Action Programme, 2005) defines the
features of sustainability as follows: to maintain the overall quality of life; to maintain
continuing access to natural resources; to avoid lasting environmental damage; to consider as
sustainable a development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs [3].

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also
known as the Earth Summit was a major United Nations conference held in Rio de Janeiro,
Brasil in 1992. The issues addressed as the Summit included: systematic scrutiny of patterns
of production — particularly the production of toxic components, such as lead in gasoline, or
poisonous waste including radioactive chemicals; alternative sources of energy are being
sought to replace the use of fossil fuels which are linked to global climate change; new
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reliance on public transportation systems is being emphasized in order to reduce vehicle
emissions, congestion in cities and the health problems caused by polluted air and smog;
growing scarcity of water [4]. The Summit’s message was as follows: nothing less than a
transformation of our attitudes and behaviour would bring about the necessary changes. The
message reflected the complexity of the problems facing us: that poverty as well as excessive
consumption by affluent populations place damaging stress on the environment. Governments
recognized the need to redirect international and national plans and policies to ensure that all
economic decisions fully took into account any environmental impact. And the message has
produced results, making eco-efficiency a guiding principle for business and governments
alike.

After the Rio Conference, despite all declarations to achieve an equilibrium between
economic growth, society and the environment, this has not happened. On the contrary, the
situation has worsened and compounded daily. Although attempts to overcome the crisis in
the social, economic and environmental sectors at different levels of socio-ecological-
economic systems (global, national, regional and local ones) were made. This is also
confirmed by international conferences dedicated to the achievement of sustainable
development, held during the past two decades.

Ten years later in Johannesburg, South Africa, the World Summit on Sustainable
Development brought together tens of thousands of participants, including heads of state and
government, national delegates and leaders from non-governmental organizations (NGOSs),
businesses and other major groups to focus the world's attention and direct action toward
meeting difficult challenges, including improving people’s lives and conserving our natural
resources in a world that is growing in population, with ever-increasing demands for food,
water, shelter, sanitation, energy, health services and economic security [5]. At the 1992 Earth
Summit in Rio, the international community adopted Agenda 21, an unprecedented global
plan of action for sustainable development. But the best strategies are only as good as their
implementation. The Johannesburg Summit presented an exciting opportunity for leaders to
adopt concrete steps and identify quantifiable targets for better implementing Agenda 21.

The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD), also known as
Rio 2012, Rio+20 or Earth Summit 2012 was the third international conference on sustainable
development aimed at reconciling the economic and environmental goals of the global
community. It was again hosted by Brazil in Rio de Janeiro. The conference was intended to
be a high-level one, including heads of state and government or other representatives and
resulting in a focused political document designed to shape the global environmental policy.

A number of theorists and supporters of sustainable development concept consider it to
be the most promising ideology of the 21st century, which may replace all other existing ones
as such being fragmented, incapable of ensuring sustainable development of civilization.
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OOpa3zoBaHue OTAaeT MPEANOYTCHHE 3HAHHIM,
YMEHUSIM W HaBBIKaM, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIIMM Pa3BUTHIO
TBOPYECKOTO MBIIIJICHUS.

U3 npoepammmoco  ooknaoa  Komuccuu  no
nepecmompy codepaicanus obpasoeanus Munucmepcmea
HaYyUoHaIbHO20 0bpazosanus Ppanyuu.

OO6pazoBaHue ¢ HEKOTOPBIX MOP CTAIM UMEHOBATh YCIYro, a yciayra ¢ 3KOHOMUYECKUX
NO3ULMN TpeAcTaBiIsieT coO0OW HEBEIIEeCTBEHHbIM ToBap. B cuimy mpocToit  Joruku
POJICTBEHHOCTH 3HAYEHMH K 00pa30BaHUIO MOTSHYJICA 1Iei( aTpuOyTOB, IPUCYILIUX TOBapy
KaKk MaTepualbHO-BELIECTBEHHOMY M3aeinui0. OJHMM M3 Takux arpuOyToOB SBISETCS
oOpa3oBaTenbHblil crangapt. llosTomMy Ha mnpumMepe craHgapTa MpeICTaBiIseT HHTEpEC
paccMOTpeHHE IPABOMEPHOCTH NPUMEHEHUs «TOBapHBIX» IOAXOJOB M aTpuOyTOB K
oOpa3oBanuto. BHauane paccMOTpUM 3HaueHHME JAHHOTO TEPMUHA B JIBYX CIOBapsAx —
SHIUKJIONEINYECKOM U S3KOHOMUYECKOM.

B sHIIMKIIONEAMYECKOM UHTEPHET-CIIOBApE «CTaHaapT» - (0T aHrI. standard - HopMma,
oOpaszerr) umeer Tpu 3HayeHusa. 1. OOpaszen, 5TanoH, MoOJelb, NPUHUMAaeMble IS
UCIIOJIb30BAaHUsl B KAyeCcTBE IpaBWia WJIM OCHOBAaHUS JUIsl CPAaBHEHUS B HM3MEPEHUU WIIU
oueHke. 2. Mopens, THr, o0pasel, KpUTEpHii, MpU3HAHHBIE OOIIECTBEHHBIM CO3HAHUEM Kak
MpaBUJIbHBIE, OOIIECTIPUHATHIE (TpaAWIluu, oObuan U T. 1.). 3. HopmatuBHO-TEeXHHYECKUI
JIOKYMEHT, YCTQHABJIMBAIOUINH €TUHUIIBI BEIMYUH, TEPMUHBI U UX ONpeeNeHHs, TpeOOBaHUs
K IIPOIYKIIMH U MTPOU3BOJCTBEHHBIM IIPOLIECCAM.

biu3koe k HeMy OIpenereHHe NPHUBEAECHO B JKOHOMHUYECKOM CJIOBApE: «CTaHAApT
(anrm, standart — HOpMa, oOpazen) 1) odunManbHBIA TOCYIapCTBEHHBIH WJIM HOPMATHBHO-
TEXHUYECKUH JOKYMEHT OTpacid, NpPEANpUsITHs, YCTAaHABIUBAIOIIMKA HE0O0XOAUMBIE
KaueCTBEHHbIE XapaKTEPUCTUKU, TPeOOBaHUS, KOTOPBHIM JIOJKEH COOTBETCTBOBATH JAHHBIN
BUJ MPOIYKIIMHU, TOBapa; 2) oOpasell, 3TaJlOH, C KOTOPhIM CPaBHUBAIOTCS JPYrHe MmoJo0HbIe
OOBEKTHI.

OTmeTHM, YTO CYIIECTBEHHBIM OTJIMYUEM BTOPOTO ONPEAEIEHUS OT NEPBOrO SBISIETCA
YCTaHOBJIEHHE KaueCTBEHHBIX XapaKTEPUCTUK «IIPOAYKILIUU, TOBAPAY.

B mocobun B.C. AnekceeBa u JILA. bemoBa «Merpomnorus, cTaHmapTH3alus U
cepTUQUKALMSD 3HAYUTCS, YTO OOBEKTOM CTaHAAPTH3ALMHU SBISIETCS MIPEAMET, MMOAISKAIINN
CTaHJAapTU3aLUH - IPOLYKIIHS, YCIyTra ¥ IpoLecc.

B cBs3u ¢ 3THMHU ONpeeNIEHUs MU BO3HUKAECT PsiZi 3aMEYaHUH, SBIIAIOIINAXCS, 110 HAIIEMy
MHEHUIO, CYIIECTBEHHBIMHU.
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